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SPECIAL NOTE
This American National Standard (ANS) is a national voluntary consensus Standard developed under the auspices of ASHRAE. Consensus is defined by the
American National Standards Institute (ANSI), of which ASHRAE is a member and which has approved this Standard as an ANS, as “substantial agreement
reached by directly and materially affected interest categories. This signifies the concurrence of more than a simple majority, but not necessarily unanimity.
Consensus requires that all views and objections be considered, and that an effort be made toward their resolution.” Compliance with this Standard is
voluntary until and unless a legal jurisdiction makes compliance mandatory through legislation. 

ASHRAE obtains consensus through participation of its national and international members, associated societies, and public review.
ASHRAE Standards are prepared by a Project Committee appointed specifically for the purpose of writing the Standard. The Project Committee

Chair and Vice-Chair must be members of ASHRAE; while other committee members may or may not be ASHRAE members, all must be technically
qualified in the subject area of the Standard. Every effort is made to balance the concerned interests on all Project Committees. 

The Senior Manager of Standards of ASHRAE should be contacted for
a. interpretation of the contents of this Standard,
b. participation in the next review of the Standard,
c. offering constructive criticism for improving the Standard, or
d. permission to reprint portions of the Standard.

DISCLAIMER
ASHRAE uses its best efforts to promulgate Standards and Guidelines for the benefit of the public in light of available information and accepted industry
practices. However, ASHRAE does not guarantee, certify, or assure the safety or performance of any products, components, or systems tested, installed,
or operated in accordance with ASHRAE’s Standards or Guidelines or that any tests conducted under its Standards or Guidelines will be nonhazardous or
free from risk.

ASHRAE INDUSTRIAL ADVERTISING POLICY ON STANDARDS
ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines are established to assist industry and the public by offering a uniform method of testing for rating purposes, by suggesting
safe practices in designing and installing equipment, by providing proper definitions of this equipment, and by providing other information that may serve
to guide the industry. The creation of ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines is determined by the need for them, and conformance to them is completely
voluntary.

In referring to this Standard or Guideline and in marking of equipment and in advertising, no claim shall be made, either stated or implied, that the
product has been approved by ASHRAE.

ASHRAE Standing Standard Project Committee 62.1
Cognizant TC: 4.3, Ventilation Requirements and Infiltration

SPLS Liaison: Karl L. Peterman

* Denotes members of voting status when the document was approved for publication

Hoy R. Bohanon, Jr.*, Chair Enrica Galasso Daniel C. Pettway*
Jennifer A. Isenbeck*, Co-Vice Chair Elliott Gall Stephen Ray*
Wayne R. Thomann*, Co-Vice Chair Enrique T. Gonzalez* Chandra Sekhar*
Nick H. Agopian Gregg Gress* Charles J. Seyffer
Charlene W. Bayer Brian J. Hafendorfer* Jeffrey K. Smith*
Robin M. Bristol Nathan L. Ho* Dennis A. Stanke*
Lance R. Brown* Elliott Horner* Erica Stewart*
Tina M. Brueckner* Eli P. Howard, III* Drayton P. Stott
Mark P. Buttner* Paul J. Kitchens Richard Taft
Jordan D. Clark Stephany I. Mason Dean T. Tompkins
Leonard A. Damiano* Maria A. Menchaca-Brandan David Vigue
Abdel K. Darwich* Christopher O. Muller* Donald Weekes, Jr.
James E. Dennison John Nelson, Jr.* Josiah Wiley*
Paul L. Doppel* Lisa C. Ng Runming Yao
Henry W. Ernst, Jr. Laura G. Petrillo-Groh* Marwa Zaatari*

ASHRAE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 2017–2018

Steven J. Emmerich, Chair Roger L. Hedrick David Robin

Donald M. Brundage, Vice-Chair Rick M. Heiden Peter Simmonds
Niels Bidstrup Jonathan Humble Dennis A. Stanke
Michael D. Corbat Srinivas Katipamula Wayne H. Stoppelmoor, Jr.
Drury B. Crawley Kwang Woo Kim Richard T. Swierczyna
Julie M. Ferguson Larry Kouma Jack H. Zarour
Michael W. Gallagher Arsen K. Melikov Lawrence C. Markel, BOD ExO
Walter T. Grondzik R. Lee Millies, Jr. M. Ginger Scoggins, CO
Vinod P. Gupta Karl L. Peterman
Susanna S. Hanson Erick A. Phelps

Steven C. Ferguson, Senior Manager of Standards

© ASHRAE (www.ashrae.org). For personal use only. Additional reproduction, distribution, 
or transmission in either print or digital form is not permitted without ASHRAE's prior written permission.



ANSI/ASHRAE Addendum j to ANSI/ASHRAE Standard 62.1-2016 1

(This foreword is not part of this standard. It is merely
informative and does not contain requirements necessary
for conformance to the standard. It has not been pro-
cessed according to the ANSI requirements for a standard
and may contain material that has not been subject to
public review or a consensus process. Unresolved objec-
tors on informative material are not offered the right to
appeal at ASHRAE or ANSI.)

FOREWORD

Section 4 refers to information from USEPA. This information
is subject to change, so Addendum j updates the informative
notes in this section.

Note: In this addendum, changes to the current standard
are indicated in the text by underlining (for additions) and
strikethrough (for deletions) unless the instructions specifi-
cally mention some other means of indicating the changes. 

4. OUTDOOR AIR QUALITY

Outdoor air quality shall be investigated in accordance with
Sections 4.1 and 4.2 prior to completion of ventilation system
design. The results of this investigation shall be documented
in accordance with Section 4.3.
4.1 Regional Air Quality. The status of compliance with
national ambient air quality standards shall be determined for
the geographic area of the building site.

4.1.1 In the United States, compliance status shall be either
in “attainment” or “nonattainment” with the National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)1. In the United States,
areas with no U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) compliance status designation shall be considered
“attainment” areas.

Informative Notes: 
1. The NAAQS are shown in Table I F-1 of Informa-

tive Appendix I F. 

2. The USEPA list of nonattainment areas can be
found at www.epa.gov/green-book.

3. Air quality data collected at outdoor monitors
across the U.S. can be found at www.epa.gov/out-
door-air-quality-data.

4. Internet links to the detailed information on the
ambient air quality standards and contaminant lev-
els for other select counties and regions can be
found in Informative Appendix F.

4.2 Local Air Quality. An observational survey of the build-
ing site and its immediate surroundings shall be conducted
during hours the building is expected to be normally occupied
to identify local contaminants from surrounding facilities that
will be of concern if allowed to enter the building.

4.3 Documentation. Documentation of the outdoor air quality
investigation shall be reviewed with building owners or their
representative and shall include the following as a minimum:

a. Regional air quality compliance status
Informative Note to 4.3(a): Regional outdoor air quality

compliance status for the United States is available from
USEPA located at www.epa.gov.
b. Local survey information

1. Date of observations
2. Time of observations
3. Site description
4. Description of facilities on site and on adjoining prop-

erties
5. Observation of odors or irritants
6. Observation of visible plumes or visible air contami-

nants
7. Description of sources of vehicle exhaust on site and

on adjoining properties
8. Identification of potential contaminant sources on the

site and from adjoining properties, including any that
operate only seasonally

c. Conclusion regarding the acceptability of outdoor air
quality and the information supporting the conclusion

Addendum j to Standard 62.1-2016

Revise the informative notes in Section 4 as shown. The
remainder of Section 4 is unchanged.
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POLICY STATEMENT DEFINING ASHRAE’S CONCERN
FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF ITS ACTIVITIES

ASHRAE is concerned with the impact of its members’ activities on both the indoor and outdoor environment.
ASHRAE’s members will strive to minimize any possible deleterious effect on the indoor and outdoor environment of
the systems and components in their responsibility while maximizing the beneficial effects these systems provide,
consistent with accepted Standards and the practical state of the art.

ASHRAE’s short-range goal is to ensure that the systems and components within its scope do not impact the
indoor and outdoor environment to a greater extent than specified by the Standards and Guidelines as established by
itself and other responsible bodies.

As an ongoing goal, ASHRAE will, through its Standards Committee and extensive Technical Committee structure,
continue to generate up-to-date Standards and Guidelines where appropriate and adopt, recommend, and promote
those new and revised Standards developed by other responsible organizations.

Through its Handbook, appropriate chapters will contain up-to-date Standards and design considerations as the
material is systematically revised.

ASHRAE will take the lead with respect to dissemination of environmental information of its primary interest and
will seek out and disseminate information from other responsible organizations that is pertinent, as guides to updating
Standards and Guidelines.

The effects of the design and selection of equipment and systems will be considered within the scope of the
system’s intended use and expected misuse. The disposal of hazardous materials, if any, will also be considered.

ASHRAE’s primary concern for environmental impact will be at the site where equipment within ASHRAE’s scope
operates. However, energy source selection and the possible environmental impact due to the energy source and
energy transportation will be considered where possible. Recommendations concerning energy source selection
should be made by its members.
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About ASHRAE

ASHRAE, founded in 1894, is a global society advancing human well-being through sustainable technology for the
built environment. The Society and its members focus on building systems, energy efficiency, indoor air quality,
refrigeration, and sustainability. Through research, Standards writing, publishing, certification and continuing
education, ASHRAE shapes tomorrow’s built environment today. 

For more information or to become a member of ASHRAE, visit www.ashrae.org.

To stay current with this and other ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines, visit www.ashrae.org/standards.

Visit the ASHRAE Bookstore

ASHRAE offers its Standards and Guidelines in print, as immediately downloadable PDFs, on CD-ROM, and via
ASHRAE Digital Collections, which provides online access with automatic updates as well as historical versions of
publications. Selected Standards and Guidelines are also offered in redline versions that indicate the changes made
between the active Standard or Guideline and its previous version. For more information, visit the Standards and
Guidelines section of the ASHRAE Bookstore at www.ashrae.org/bookstore.

IMPORTANT NOTICES ABOUT THIS STANDARD

To ensure that you have all of the approved addenda, errata, and interpretations for this
Standard, visit www.ashrae.org/standards to download them free of charge.

Addenda, errata, and interpretations for ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines are no longer
distributed with copies of the Standards and Guidelines. ASHRAE provides these addenda,
errata, and interpretations only in electronic form to promote more sustainable use of
resources.
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